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NOTICE OF MC38STTHLY MEETINGS 


Time: 

Monday, February 10, 1992; 8:00 p.m. 
Location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 

Auditorium 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Programae: 

"Long Point Bird Observatory: Thirty- 
two Years of Volunteer Research" 

-Michael Bradstreet, Executive Director LPBO 


Time: 

Monday, March 9, 1992; 8:00 p.m. 

Location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 

Auditorium 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Programne; 

"Thomas Mcllvraith: Hamiltcn Entrepreneur 
and Naturalist" 

-Thcmas Mcllwraith 

Reminder: Bring your mugs to the monthly 

meetings -disposable cups are not available. 


A******** 


NOTICE OF UPCOMING FIELD EVENTS 


Saturday, February 15, 1992 ; 8:00 a.nu 

warra HmnuG 

Suprisingly active and varied, birds can be 
seal and heard against a dramatic winter 
background. The Dundas Marsh can host a 
ranter of interesting species in winter, such 
as Carolina Wren, Eastern Bluebird and 
Pileated Woodpecker. Dress warmly. Meet at 
Hwy. 102 (Cootes Dr.) and Splicer Creek. 
Leader -Michael Clark 627-5176 


Monday, February 17; 7:30 p.m . 

BIRD SWOT GROUP 

This is an informal but interesting meeting 
featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session, and a 
workshop, film or set of slides about some 
aspect of birds. If you're a beginner 
birdwatcher, cone out to learn more 1 .about 
birds. If you're an expert birder, core out 
to share your knowledge and enthusiasm. This 
month will feature a slide show on the birds 
of Vancouver by Bill Lamcnd, and an ID talk on 
the aaall owls by George Naylor. Meet at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre on Old 
Guelph Rd., Dundas. 

Organizer -Bruce Duncan (519) 622-4709 


Sunday, March 1; 2:00 p.m. 

vnmx WreRFKETlNG 

Winter is not a dead season! This will be an 
outing to discover just how exciting it can 
be. Be sure to dress warmly. Meet at the 
Iroquoia Heights Conservation Area parking lot 
cn Old Mohawk Rd. near Hwy. 403. 

Leader -Beth Stormont 627-7657 


March 1 to May 15 

NIAGARA PENINSULA BANKNKTCH 
The annual spring hawk watch at Bearer 
Conservation Area in Grimsby officially begins 
on March 1. As usual, volunteers are needed 
to assist with the count. If you want to 
help, contact Mary Ellen Hebb at. (416) 937- 
7671. 

The hawk ccunt is coordinated by the Niagara 
Peninsula Havkwatdi. This group also produces 
a newsletter twice a year, will be holding a 
"Hawk Open Bouse" at Beamer on Good Friday. 
April 17 , and will host a congenial banquet on 

Saturday, March 28, featuring a slide 

presentation by Eton Fowler cn the Bawkcliff 
Hawk Banding Station > and a wine tour of tire 
Stcnev Ridge Winery. Don't miss it! 

Fbr more information on any of these 
activities, contact Bruce Duncan at (519) 622- 
4709. 
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PRESIDENT' S (DLUMN 

By Doug McCallurn 


"Nobody does anything .for nothing 
anymore." "Volunteer!an is dead." "You're 
just a sucker if you volunteer." flow many 
times have yen heard those statements? tod 
usually they are follow by "it wasn't like 
that in the good old days." Well, I don't 
know about the "good old days", but I can tell 
you that there are a lot of people in our Club 
who volunteer to do the work of the Club. 

About a dozen people lead the major 
hikes each year and at least that many lead 
the weekly Wednesday night hikes in the 
summer. Another dozen help with the Junior 
Nats. Another dozen at least help on special 
projects like staffing a booth at the 
Sportsmen's Show or Naturefest. Another dozen 
work on collating the Wood Duck . And then 
there are the specialty jobs. One person 
specializes in dealing with the Post Office on 
mailing rates. One picks up, sorts and 
delivers Club mail from our postal box. Cue 
tends our bird hotline. Orie looks after bird 
records. One each organizes coverage for the 
Christmas Bird Count, the Fall Bird Gaunt and 
the Winter Duck Count. Two sell Christmas 
cards for the FCN. At least half a dozen 
participate in the LPBO Baillie Birdathon. 
Two look after displaying our monthly 
magazines. One looks after our book section 
in the REG Library. Several persons attend 


other organizational meetings as our 
representative. About a dozen work on the 
Wildflower Restoration projects. How many 
worked or participated in the Walkathon? And 
the list goes on and on. 

It came as a surprise to me that with 
all these volunteers that another sixty or so 
persons responded to the information return 
attached to the membership renewal forms 
saying that they wanted to help. I suppose 
that I should not be suprised. After all, on 
the letterhead of the Club we proudly write 
"All work is freely done by Directors, 
Officers and Members". We are the envy of 
many otter organizations in the Region. I 
can't tell you how often I've heard "We will 
get the Naturalists involved because they have 
the bodies to do the job." And often that 
remark cares from organizations with a great 
many more members than we have. It most often 
cones from Clubs who have a paid secretariat. 
Somehow as soon as you put dollars into the 
job the volunteers no longer feel the need to 
help. 

Lets keep up the good work. If you 
volunteered cn the membership form,, don't be 
suprised if it takes a while before you bear 
from the CJub. Another volunteer is trying to 
find a slot for you. 


* * 5«c * Vc 

LETTER FROM WORLD WILDLIFE FUND TO HNC 


Following is a letter from the World Wildlife Fund regarding the Nature Walkathon donation: 


December 23, 1991 
Don McLean 

Hamilton Naturalists’ dub 
Dear Mr. McLean, 

Thank yen for your recent donation. I 
understand the Walkathon was a great success. 
I was interested to read about your project, 
tte biological inventory of the Hamilton- 
Wentworth area. As year nay knew, maintaining 
the wealth of life on this planet, biological 
diversity, is the fcxcus of our work here at 
WWF. Growing up in the Hamilton area, I have 


an appreciation for the diversity of plant, 
mineral and animal life the area has to offer. 

Your commitment to helping us do our 
work tc save endangered animals, plants and 
tteir habitats is ccamendable. We would of 
course be pleased to participate in your 
Walkathon next year. 

Cnee again, thank you for your support 
and donation. Keep up the good work. 

Best regards, 

Andrea Isbsster 

Manager, Corporate Marketing 

World Wildlife Fund 
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11 AML mON-WENTl^RTH NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY PROJECT 


In the January issue of the Wood IXrek 
Brian McHattie reviewed the origins of the 
Natural Areas Inventory Project, and the many 
people involved in bringing this dream of a 
comprehensive biological inventory of natural 
areas in HaniltonrWoitworth to fruiticn. In 
this article I'll review sane highlights of 
the extensive work program carried out in 
1991. More detailed accounts of what was 
found where will be presented in future Wood 
Duck articles and in the final project report. 

Project Management 

Before presenting the roster of project 
staff and funding organizations I'd like to 
Garment on the role of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club and its members in the 
operational phase of the inventory project. 
As Brian discussed in his article, during the 
planning phase of this project HNC involvement 
included developing the project proposal, 
coordinating the fund-raising effort, and 
prorating the project through slide shews and 
presentations. The Club also took cn another 
very major function during tire operational 
phase of the project: the role of overall 
project manager. 

In the past the Club had hired a nunber 
of simmer students to undertake specific 
projects such as the botanical survey of the 
Dundas Valley, breeding bird censuses, and the 
Herpetofaunal Atlas project. However, taking 
cn the actual project management function for 
a project of this magnitude was a new venture 
for the Club. I doubt there are many 
volunteer organizations that would be eager to 
take on the management of a 15 month project 
With a total budget of over $200,000, a 
monthly payroll of up to $20,000, and a work 
force totalling seme twenty employees, and 
contractors. 

Fortunately the HNC membership includes 
a wealth of talented and resourceful people so 
when it came to project management cur many 
needs and requests were always fulfilled 
Whether it was finding affordable office 
space, furnishing that office, providing 
advice cn the purchase of computer software 
and hardware, finding more money, ensuring a 
secure cash flow picture, or making that 


By Audrey Heagy 

supportive phone-call when it seared that we 
had tried to do too much with too few people 
in too short a time (or too much with too many 
people over too long a time)! Note that nene 
of the above would appear to have anything to 
with being a naturalist. 

Of course the Naturalists' Club was not 
running this project by themselves; a 
Technical Steering Ccirmittee composed of 
professional staff from many agencies also 
provided invaluable support in keeping the 
inventory project cn track. 

Project Staff ( a.k.a. "the Motley Crew") 

Another major strength of the project 
was the diverse crew of biologists, 
technicians and students who oontriluted their 
many skills to the work: The following people 
worked on the Natural Areas Inventory Project 
in 1991: 

Sue Birket, EYC Technical Assistant, 
Hydrogeology 

Dave Bradley, Field Botanist 
Rosalind Chaundy, Breeding Bird Censuses 
Joe Cunko, EYC Technical Assistant, Hydrology 
Mike Dyer, Breeding Bird Checklist 
Marc Freeman, Computer Technician /Fisheries 
Biologist 

Anthony Goodban, EYC long-term Technician, 
Botany 

Audrey Heagy, Coordinator 
Brian Hickey, Bat Survey 
Ian Jackson, Hydrogeology Technician 
Brandy John, EYC Envirormentalist. 

Bill Lamond, Field Biologist 
Chris Langford, EYC Environmentalist 
Alison Neilscn, Bat Survey 
Cathy Salole, EYC Environmentalist 
Jasmine Schlutt, EYC Technical Assistant, 
Fisheries 

Don Sutherland, Field Botanist 
Gail Tako, EYC Technical Assistant, Mammals 
Erica Van Karp, Office Assistant, Biology 
Alan Vtorrrdngton, Field Biologist 

Project Funding 

The long and diverse list of funding 
organizations and donors indicates the great 
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effort put into scrapping together $225,000 
for a biological inventory project in the 
depth of a recession. Core funding for the 
Hamiltcn-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 
Project was provided by the following 
agencies: 

Regional Mimicipality of Hamilton-Went worth 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment 
Environment Canada 

Ctttario Environmental Youth Corps Program 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club and its 
matters provided sane $10,000 of funds for the 
start-up of the inventory in 1991. The Club is 
also providing an additional $10,000 raised by 
the very successful Nature Walkathcn to go 
towards producing the final report. 
Additional funding was provided by the 
following organizations: 

Martin Foundation 

Laidlaw Eloundaticn 

Royal Canadian Geographical Society 

Samuel and Saidye Bronfman Family Foundation 

McLean Foundation 

,Malloch Foundation 

Environmental Research Trust 

Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists 

Page Foundation 

Norfolk Naturalists' Club 

Guelph Naturalists' Club 

Environmental Club, Aldershot High School 

South Peel Naturalists' Club 

• i .' • 

The project also received use of 
equipment, office space, teclmical support or 
other assistance from the foilwing: 

City of Hamilton 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
Halton Board of Education 
Halton Region Conservation Authority 
Royal Botanical Gardens 

Highlights of the 1991 Field Work 

Tiie major focus of the inventory 
project in 1991 was an extensive program of 
field work to inventory the flora and fauna of 
over eighty natural areas within the Regional 
Municipality of Harollton-Wentworth. 'The study 
areas included the full range of natural 


oamwnities and landforms present in the 
Region including wetlands and uplands sites; 
woodlots and old fields; alvars and mmpa; 
escarpment ravines and drumlin fields. 
Individual areas ranged in size from six to 
over 2000 hectares (15 acres to over 5000 
acres). 

Between April and October over 250 days 
of field work were carried out by the team of 
biologists conducting botanical surveys, 
butterfly surveys, breeding bird censuses, and 
making incidental observations of herpetiles 
and 'mammals. In addition, sate fifty 
fisheries stations were sanpled, bat surveys 
were carried out on ten nights, and small 
manual trapping was conducted at eleven sites. 
In total well over 25,000 observations of over 
1250 species of vascular plants, breeding 
birds, herpetiles, manuals, fish and 
butterflies were recorded. 

In addition to the wealth of biological 
data gathered by the field crew, information 
from previous biological studies and reports 
was carpi led in a computerized database 
system. Also, available information on 
physical attributes such as surface water 
quality, ground water aquifers, geology, soils 
and landforms has been compiled and analyzed 
for each of the study areas. 

The results of this comprehensive 
inventory project will be summarized in a two 
or three volume final report which will 
include summaries of the physical and 
biological features of the most significant 
study areas, and checklists giving the 
regional status of the vascular plants, 
butterflies, fish, herpuetofauna, breeding 
birds, and mammals of Hamilton-Wentworth. We 
are presently working on preparing a draft of 
this report and we expect that the final 
report will be completed by April. A limited 
milter of copies will be available for sale. 

What's Next? 

The publication of the final report 
will mark the end of the operational phase of 
the inventory project but is not an end in 
itself. The next phase of the project is the 
' implementation phase' when the information 
gathered during the inventory rill he 
disseminated and the diverse recomnsndaticras 
arising from this study presented to the 
relevant agencies and individuals. The final 
report rill be widely distributed to 
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government agencies, consulting companies, 
naturalist elute?, libraries and interested 
individuals. In addition, the catputer 
database developed during this project will be 
made available to the Region, the conservation 
authorities and other relevant organizations. 

Given the numerous requests for 
information I received over the past year I am 
quite confident that the information gathered 
during the inventory will be in high demand 
for many purposes. Although most requests 
come from consultants working on various 
development or construction projects, many 
have cane from local environmental groups and 
individuals who were concerned about a 
particular development proposal affecting a 
local natural area. The Club's policy is that 
the inventory information should be accessible 
to all interested parties so if you'd like to 
find out what's in our files get in touch with 


me at 648-5156. 

The design and timing of this project, 
were planned so that the results and 
recoimendaticns of the Natural Areas Inventory 
Project would be available for consideration 
during the review of Bamilton-Wentworth's 
Official Plan being conducted by the Region's 
Planning Department. The Orvircnrental Policy 
section of the Official Plan is the prinary 
tool available to the regional government for 
protecting natural areas. For example, this 
was h cm the thirty-seven presently designated 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA's) were 
established. The Regional Official Plan will 
also be a primary tool for iirplementing the 
Regional Vision Statement prepared by the Task 
Force on Sustainable Development, and the 
proposed provincial wetlands policy. I'm sure 
you'll be hearing more about the Official Plan 
Review process in irenths to care. 


* :*c A A A A A A 

WAXJCATHQN GETS GRANTS & SPONSORS 

By Don McLean 


Two local chapters of' Canada Trust's 
Friends of the Environment Foundation have 
agreed to support the 1992 Nature Walkathon 
for the Environment. Hie Hamilton Centre 
Chapter has approved funding of $1500.00 
towards the expenses of holding the second 
walkathon, and the Burlington Chapter is 
kicking in an additional $1000.00. An 
application for funding support has also been 
made to Environment Canada which last year 
supplied $2000.00 to the first Nature 
Walkathcri. 

The 1992 Walkathon will take place on 
Saturday, June 6. It will have twelve 
sponsoring organizations and its fundraising 
will focus an the Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Restoration Project in Oootes Paradise and 
Hamilton Harbour. In addition to the HNC, 
this year's sponsors include Gonserver Society 
Chapters in Dundas, Flamborough, Hamilton, 
Ancaster and Burlington; Greensville Against 
Serious Pollution (GASP); Bruce Trail 


Association; Royal Botanical Gardens; World 
Wildlife Fund; and Nature Conservancy of 
Canada. The Bay Area Restoration Council 
(formerly the Harbour Remedial Action Plan 
Stakeholders group) has also agreed to be a 
sponsor. 

This year, walkers in the June 6 event 
will be able to designate 50 percent of what 
they raise to the environmental project of 
their choice. About 90 permit of the 
remaining money will be directed to the 
habitat restoration work in Guotes Paradise 
and the Harbour. 

The organizing camuttee for the 1992 
Walkathon is already hard at work. Cnee again 
it will be looking for the active support of 
Club members as volunteers, walkers and 
sponsors. Hie Walkathcn is one of the main 
ways in which our Club is supporting the 
habitat restoration work, and this i9 an 
excellent way to help this project move 
forward. 
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±^^± HAMTJJT'ON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT! 


By Mark Jennings 


Woodpecker 1; Downy Woodpecker 112; Hairy 
Woodpecker 35; Northern Flicker 38; Pileated 
Woodpecker 6; Horned Lark 50; Blue Jay 245; 
American Crow 5000; Black-capped Chickadee 
1227; Tufted Titmouse 3; Red-breasted Nuthatch 
13; White-breasted Nuthatch 174; Brown Creeper 
10; Carolina Wren 9; Winter Wren 11; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet 8 (low); Eastern Bluebird 13; 
Hermit Thrush 6; American Robin 97; Northern 
Mockingbird 44; Cedar Waxwing 420; Northern 
Shrike 2; European Starling 43100; Yellow- 
nmped Warbler 1; Northern Cardinal 329; 
American Tree Sparrcw 398; Field Sparrow 1; 
Song Sparrow 59; Svanp Sparrow 11; Dark-eyed 
(Slate-colored) Juhco 761; Dark-eyed (Oregon) 
Junco 1; Snow Bunting 67; Red-winged Blackbird 
15; Brown-headed Cdwbird 59; House Finch.1509; 
Cam™ Redpoll 44; Pine Siskin 4; American 
Goldfinch 307; House Sparrow 2501. 

Totals; 93 species, 72743 individuals. 


Hamilton, Ont.: 43*16% 79*52% centre at 
York and Dundum Sts. All points within a 15 
mile (24 km) diameter circle to include 
Hamilton, part of Burlington, Late Medad, 
VJaterdown, Millgrove, Greensville, Dundas, 
Mineral Springs, Ancaster, Southcote, Harmon 
and part of Stcney Creek; elevation 245 to 
1000 ft (76 to 300 m); habitat coverage: mixed 
woods 35 %, towns 25 %, open water 20 %, 
farmland 19 % and marshes 1 %. 

December 26; 5:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. AM - 

cloudy, PM -partly cloudy. Temperature 20* to 
32*F. Wind SW 6 to 25 mph. Snowmver 0-2 in. 
Still water frozen and moving water partly 
frozen. Observers: 39 in field in 21 parties 
(ncn-owling) plus 7 at feeders (14.5 hours); 
8 hours and 60 miles owling. Total party hours 
175.5; 126 on foot and 49.5 by car. Total 
party miles 551.5; 111.5 on foot and 440 by 
car. 

Count: Cain™ Loon 3; Double-crested 

Coniorant 2; Great Blue Heron 6; Black-crowned 
Night-Heron 10; Tundra Swan 70; Whopper Swan 

1 (escapee); Trumpeter Swan 1 .(introduced); 
Mute Swan 21; Snow Goose 1; Egyptian Goose 1 
(escapee); Canada Gocse 4503; Wood Duck 3; 
Green-winged Teal 10; American Black Luck 535; 
Mallard 1417; Northern Pintail 27; Gadwall 72; 
Canvasback 50; Redhead 6; Ring-necked Duck 9; 
Greater Scaup 707; Lesser Scaup 541 ; Oldsquaw 
31; Surf Scoter 1; White-winged Scoter . 113 ; 
Carer™ Goldeneye 407; Bufflehead 245; Hooded 
Merganser 15; Conrron Merganser 1567; Red¬ 
breasted Merganser 23; Ruddy IXick Of; Bald 
Eagle 1 ad; Northern Harrier 3; Sharp-shirmed 
Hawk 10; Cooper's Hawk 4; Northern Goshawk 3; 
Red-shouldered Hawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 113; 
Rough-legged Hawk 9; American Kestrel 43; 
Peregrine Falcon l_irini; Ring-necked Pheasant 

2 (to/); Ruffed Grouse 5; American Coot 2; 
Ring-billed Gull 1309; Herring Gull 820; 
Tha yer's Gull 1; Iceland Gull 1; Lesser Black- 
back ed Gull 1 (first count record); "Glaucous 
x Herring" Gull 1 ad; Glaucous Gull 22; Great 
Black-backed Gull 122; Rock Dove 2590 ; 
Mourning Dove 972; Eastern Screech-Owl 18; 
Great Homed Owl 22; Snowy Owl 4; Long-eared 
Owl 9; Belted Kingfisher 9; Red-bellied 


CW -Count Week. Underlined totals indicate 
new high (low) counts. Underlined species 
require documentation by the Hamilton Bird 
Records. Committee. Since docimentatiai has 
not been received by the caripi ler at the time 
of writing for several records, the final 
species total may be different than that 
listed. 

Observers: David Agro, Hazel Broker, John 
Carson, Michael Clark, George Coker, Ted Cole, 
Jim Cram, William Crins, Robert Curry, Floyd 
Deiter, Robert Dinniwell, Ted Dinniwell, Rob 
Dotes, Lois Evans, Robert Finlay son, John 
Gallo, Denys Gardiner, Jerry Guild, Ray 
Hughes, Mark Jennings, Bill Iamcsid, Rick 
Ludkin, Wolfgang Luft, Nancy Lyne, Bruce 
Macintosh, Don Malena, Kevin LJcLaughlin, Marg 
McRoberts, Jamie Miles, John Miles, Steven 
Miles, George Naylor, Minnie OdenJdrchen, John 
Olmsted, Thelma Powell, Bill Read, Ren Ridaut, 
Renate Ruland, Kira Sibakin, William airith, 
Mike Street, Sa« Tabone, Rob Waldhuber, Sue 
Walt™, Alan Wormington, Brian Wylie (Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club). Caipiler -Mark Jennings, 
3066 Northview Cr., Burlington, Out., L7M 1B1. 
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1991 FT SHERVI IJL <E CHFLTSTMAS ElIRD COUNT 


The 1991 Fisherville, Ctttario, 
Oiristmas Bird Count (CSC) was held cn 
Saturday, Decenfcer 21. The day started out 
with a heavy wet snowfall which quit at about 
4:00 a.m. Between then and dawn the 
tenperature dropped, creating slippery rood 
conditions at first light. The count total of 
17516 individuals end 85 species was a good 
count for Southern Ontario. 

For the third year in a row impressive 
maters of raptors were counted, with 477 
hawks and 187 owls found. The 154 American 
Kestrels are a new all time Canadian high, 
exceeding the 132 found on this count in 1990. 
The 71 Screech-Owls exceeded tlie previous all 
time Canadian high of 61 found on the 1989 
Fisherville count. The 80 Shortreared Owls 
bested the previous all time Ontario high of 
63 this count produced in 1990. The Bam Owl 
heard calling south of Cayuga may be the first 
for an Ontario CBC. 

Impressive numbers of meadowlarks were 
found by several parties. Fourty-five were 
seen well enough to be identified as Eastern 
Meadcwlarks and 29 were left as meadowlark 
species. The meadowlark sp. count is a new 
Canadian high, and the Eastern Meadowlark 
muter may be as well. Other species of 
blackbirds were also in good ranters, such as 
a flock of 500 Brown-headed. Cowbirds at 
Peacock Point. Fourteen Brewer's Blackbirds 
were identified by sight and call notes near 
Taquanyah by A1 Sandilands. 

Three species of thrushes were found 
this year, highlighted by the six Eastern 
Bluebirds found by Mark Jennings along the 
Grand River. A1 Sandi lands found a Hermit 
Thrush as well. 

Bill arrith got a soaker chasing a 
Camncn Yellowthroat in a cattail marsh for our 
only warbler. This is the same location where 
one was found in 1990. 

The following is the summary of the 

count: 

Descrip tion: 42*50^ 79’50'W, Centre at 
junction of Haldimand-Norfo]k Regional Rd. 12 
and 5th Gone., Town of Haldinand, to include: 
Fisherville, Balmoral, Cayuga, Selkirk, 
Clanbrassil, Kohler ami Nelles Comers. 
Deexamber 21; 12:30 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. Temp. 29 


By John Miles 

to 40 F. Wind W 20-30 nph. 4-6" snow cover. 
Still water frozen. Moving water partly open. 
A.m. partly cloudy, p.m. partly cloudy. 
Observers: 34 in field in 17 parties (non- 
cwling) plus 8 at feeders (10 hours); 24.5 
hours and 162 miles owling. Total party hours 
125.75; party miles 662; 57.5 hours and 57 
trdles on foot? 68.25 hours and 605 miles by 
car. (CK -count week). 

Species: Homed Grebe 2; Great Blue Heron 12; 
Canada Goose 920; American Black Duck 68; 
Mallard 47; Canvasback 5; Redhead 8; Greater 
Scaup 266; Lesser Scaup 1; Oldsquaw 1; Conmon 
Goldeneye 84; Bufflehead 165; Gcmncn Merganser 
139; Red-breasted Merganser 55; duck sp. 53; 
Northern Harrier 43; Sharp-shinned Hawk 6; 
Cooper's Hawk 3; Northern Goshawk 1; Red- 
tailed Hawk 186; Rough-legged Hawk 84; 
American Kestrel 154; Ring-necked Pheasant 3; 
Ruffed Grouse 15; Wild Turkey 1; Killdeer 3; 
Dunlin 4; Common Snipe Z; Little Gull 1; 
Bonaparte's Gull 178; Ring-billed Gull 238; 
Herring Gull 534; Glaucous Gull 2; Great 
Black-backed Gull 76; Rock Dove 783; Mourning 
Dove 759; Bam Owl 1; Eastern Screech-Owl 71; 
Great Homed Owl 16; Snowy Owl 5; Long-eared 
Owl 13; Short-eared Owl 80; Northern Saw-whet 
Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher CW; Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 13; Downy Woodpecker 85; Hairy 
Woodpecker 27; Northern (Yellow-shafted) 
Flicker 5;' Horned Lark 346; Blue Jay 234; 
American Crow 147; Black-capped Chickadee 398; 
Tufted Titmou se 2; Red-breasted Nuthatch 3; 
White-breasted Nuthatch 78; Brown Creeper 3; 
Carolina Wren 10; Golden-crowned Kinglet 23; 
Eastern Bluebird 6; Hermit Thrush 1; American 
Robin 7; Northern Mockingbird 9; American 
P ipit 1; Cedar Waxwing 5; Northern Shrike 10; 
European Starling 3711; Camion Yellowthroat 1: 
Northern Cardinal 269; American Tree Sparrow 
978; Field Sparrow 5; Song Sparrow 79; Swamp 
Sparrow 24; White-throated Sparrow 8; White^ 
crowned Sparrow 2; Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) 
Junco 167; Lapland Lcngspur 2; Sncw Bunting 
76; Red-winged Blackbird 201; Eastern 
Meadowlark 45; meadowlark sp. 29; Rusty 
Blackbird 14; Brewer's Blackbird 14; Common 
Crackle 5; Brown-headed Cowbird 613; House 
Finch 754; Pine Siskin 1; American Goldfinch 
184; House Sparrow 3834. 
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Totals: 85 species; 17516 individuals. 

Participants: Compiler -John Miles, P-0. Box 
449, Jarvis, Ont., NOA 1J0; Colin Bell, 
Eleanor Bell, Rinchen Boardman, Randy Carter, 
Floyd Dei ter, Rick Dowson, Gloria Onery, ljois 
Evans, Denys Gaixliner, Stephen Gile, Jerry 
Guild, Jim Heslop, Betsy Hogeterp, Hark 
Jennings, Barry. Jones, Rick Ludkin, Hugh 
McArther, Kevin McLaughlin, Doug McRae, 


Grayson Mathieson, Sandra Mathieson, Sandra 
Maxwell, Jamie Miles, John Miles, Steven 
Miles, Fred Moerschfelder, George Naylor, 
Murray Pearson, George Pond, Lina Radzunias, 
Kayo Roy, A1 Sandilands, Neil Sandilands, Hugh 
Slirnon, Terrie Smith, William Smith, Mike 
Street, Ren Tasker, Pam Watts, Heather Wilson, 
Randy Wilson, William Wilson (Taquanyah Nature 
Centre). 


* * A * * * A * * 3>r * 


REPORT OF JUNIOR NATURAL,! STS * CLUB 
ACTIVITIES -FIRST HALF OF 1991-92 SEASON 


By Don McLean 

the first four planets. As they arrived at 
each one, Brian produced a bean or a small 
marble to represent its scale size compared to 
the 4 foot sun which, illuminated by a 
flashlight, glowed smaller and smaller behind 
us. The size, temperature and other 
characteristics of each planet were discussed 
before moving on into the darkness. With the 
sun outside the nature centre, on this scale, 
Mars was nearly at Raspberry House. If we had 
gone chi to Pluto, we would have been at the 
Jolly Cut in downtown Hamilton, while reaching 
the nearest star would have taken us past 
Oshava! 

In 1992 we will be visiting Spooky 
Hollow sanctuary, doing a clean-up in the Red 
Hill Valley, building Kestrel and Wood Duck 
nesting boxes, and learning about whales and 
geology. We also hope to have a leadership 
training program which may allow us to once 
again expand the Juniors program to meet the 
growing demand. 

*** ****** 


The Junior Naturalists' Club, operated 
jointly by the HNC and the RBG, currently has 
60 children aged 5-12 enrolled in its 1991-92 
program. A number more are on a waiting list. 
The programs are held monthly f ran September 
to May for 2-1/2 hours chi one Saturday rooming 
per month. The children work in two groups' - 
the Chickadees (5-8 year olds) and the Deer 
(9-12 year olds). 

There are now nearly a dozen leaders of 
the Junior Naturalists and this.fall several 
of our newer volunteers, took a leading role in 
the programs. First of all. Cheryl Matejcic 
took over fron Pat Burgon as overall leader. 
Then, in September, Roslynne Frice and Alar, 
Erast presented a program on fungi that 
included spore prints, a slide show and a 
search through the woods for living examples. 
In October, the program was held at the 
Resource Management. Centre of the HRCA where 
teacher/naturalist Beth Stormont introduced 
the children to the endangered species of 
Ontario, a program that included a game to 
demonstrate the difficulties that species have 
to survive. 

In November we had a special evening 
program with two distinct parts. While one 
group went outside with Pat and Brian Burgon 
for an astronomy lesson,, the other group put 
together a model rain forest and enjoyed Alan 
Erast's slides and commentary on his visits to 
several different rainforests. Then the two 
groups switched places. 

Outside, the children went on a "tour” 
of our solar system. Starting from a model 
sun four- feet across, the group treasured out 
into the darkness until they readied each of 


MEMBERSHIP CARDS 1991-92 

HNC members who have not picked up 
their mastership cards fron the membership 
table at the regular monthly meetings can 
expect to receive them when arrangements for 
delivery will be made this month. 
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BIRDXNG WEATHER 


On New Year's Day, 1949, nine waters 
of the HNC participated in an "around the bay 
hike", a New Year's tradition for many years 
in our Club. The report of the hike carried 
in the February 1949 Wood Duck contained the 
following interesting passage: 

'The first addition to the list wa3 one 
of the good finds of the day -a Crow -which 
not only slewed himself in the tops of the 
trees in Ainslies Woods but cheered us 
mightily by calling. It really sounded like 
spring. This chap is apparently hanging 
around and undoubtedly i3 the same bird as. was 
seen on the (Christmas) census a week ago." 

That might be juxtaposed with the 
report in January of this year that 1991 
appears to have been the second warmest year 
on record, falling slightly below 1990 as a 
result of the cooling effect of the eruption 
of Mount Pinatubo in the Fhillipines earlier 
in the year. The figures also mean that the 
five warmest years on record have occurred 
since 1981. 


By Don McLean 

lb long-time residents and birders, the 
evidence of global warming is hardly news, but 
many of our younger members will be suprised 
to learn that crews did not always dominate 
our winter landscape; just as our junior 
members are unaware that Canada Geese also 
used to go south ir. the fall! Other reports 
in the Wood Duck from the sane period record 
HNC members travelling to Michigan for the 
chance to see large flocks of Canada Geese! 

It is interesting that the Goddard 
Institute of Space Studies' calculations 
indicate that 1991 averaged 0.39 I C above the 30 
year average; down from 0.47*C warmer in the 
record year of 1990. Still, the evidence in 
front of our binoculars confirms the 
scientists' warnings that even the 2-4* C of 
warning predicted over the next 50 years are 
going to have a major impact on our lives. As 
naturalists we are in a better position than 
most to understand the changes taking place; 
because, unlike most of the population, we are 
paying seme attention to the effects of 
climate change on the natural world around us. 


A Ac A A .. A Ac A Ac Ac Ac Ac 

NOTICE BOARD 


HRCA TAKES STAND ON FUTURE ROLE 

Hie Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority has completed its new strategy plan 
entitled "Currents of Change: Our Watershed in 
the ’90's". This new conservation strategy 
details some of the long and short term goals 
of the HRCA into the next century. 

The final document, written by HRCA 
General Manager Sen Vanderbrug, is tfie result 
of input received from HRCA staff, Members, 
Advisory Board Members and the general public 
throughout 1991. 

As the largest environmental, natural 
resources organization in the area, the refwrt 
emphasises the importance of the HRCA taking 
a leadership role in promoting sound natural 
resources management. Hie report highlights 
a return to a "grass roots" approach and 
stresses environmental advocacy and natural 


areas stewardship as primary roles of the 
HRCA. ’ • - 

Water management, traditionally the 
main focus of the HRCA, continues to be an 
important objective, as is environmental 
education, the provision of green space and 
recreation land, and the conservation of 
Authority-owned heritage resources. 

More information on the strategy plan 
may be obtained by calling the HRCA at 525- 
2181. 


NEWS FROM THE JANE GOODALL 
INSTITUTE 

We have recently received copies of the 
newsletter of the Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) 
in Canada. As a result of the meeting the HNC 
cosponsored with Jane in the fall of 1990, the 
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HNC is listed as a supporter of tire work of 
tii? Institute, along with Chapman looks of 
Dundas, the coapoasor of Jane's lecture here. 

Among other items of interest in the 
newsletter is the news that Jane Goodall will 
be making another trip to Canada in May of 
this year/ and will be speaking in Toronto; 
and the announcement that Robert Bateman has 
joined the Board of Directors of the JGI in 
Canada. 


RED HILL VALLEY PUBLIC MEETING 

Speaker: Dal ten Shipway 

Environmental activist and citizen 
member of the Task Force to Bring 
Back the Don 

Date: Thursday, February 13, 1991 
Time: 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Place: Red Hill Public Library (NE comer 
of Nash and Queens ten) 

Red Hill Valley received an 11th hour 
reprieve when expressway funding was cancelled 
in 1991. Toronto's once beautiful Drn Valley 
was not so lucky! Only after the Valley was 
almost destroyed by the water, air and noise 
pollution of its "parkway" and surrounding 
urban development lias Toronto reawakened to 
the Valley's envircmmeital and recreational 
significance. 

Join Dal tern Shipway as he speaks about 
the myth of an "envirctmaitall.y friendly" 
expressway and the enormous costs inrolved in 
attesting to reverse the polluted legacy of 
such a decision. 

Sponsored by the LanServer Society of 
Hamilton and District and the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. 


HRCA TO TURN RAILS TO TRAILS 

The Hamilton Region Oonservaticsi 
Authority haR recently acquired an 18 to 
stretch of the former TH&B Railway line 
between Hamilton and Jerseyville. The 
corridor of land was purchased from CP Rail. 

The rail corridor, which starts near 
Hwy 2 in west Hamilton, and winds west through 
the Dundas Valley to Jerseyville, has been 
abandoned for a number of years due to a 
landslide in the Brantford area. In 1990, the 
tracks were removed. 


The HRCA intends to develop the land as 
a recreational trail. This is one of tire many 
"rails to trails" projects across North 
toerica. It is case innovative way of creating 
a network of grosnspace in an urban 
envircttwait. The trails benefit the comesmity 
by providing recreational opportunities, and 
a "gressrway" for wildlife habitat and 
migration. This trail will provide urban 
resi dents with a link to the Dundas Valley and 
other trail systems such as the Bruce Trail, 
as well as the rural countryside. 

Early in 1992, the HRCA will be 
developing a master plan for the trail. 
Interested msnbers of the piblic are 
encouraged to contact HRCA Director of 
Planning and Engineering Scott Rankle, at P.O. 
Box 7099, Ancaster, L9G 3L3, with their 
cxsrments and suggestions. For more info call 
the HRCA at 525-2181. 


KAY MCKEEVER 1*0 SPEAK AT OBBA 
ANNUAL MEETING 

All naturalists are welcome to attend 
the ensaial seating of the Ontario Bird Bawling 
Association at the Royal Botanical Gardens 
Centre on Plains Rd, Burlington, on Sa turday, 
Mardh 7, 19 92, froa 9:GC a js. to 4:00 p.a. 

Renowned owl rehabilitator Kay McKeever 
is the featured speaker, and will be outlining 
her work with owls at 1:30 p.m. Other 
speakers include Dr, Ian Barker on Lyme 
disease, colleen Hyslop chi the Latin American 
Program of the Canadian Wildlife Service, and 
Dr. Richard Knaptcn on meadowlarks. There 
will also be reports from the Guelph Banding 
Group, long Point Bird Observatory's new 
Thunder Cape handing station (near 'Thunder 
Bay), and Ottawa's bird banding office. A 
bucket raffle will also be featured. 

Registration is $7.00 for members and 
$3.00 for non-tiiembers (includes an honorarium 
to Kay McKeever's Owl Rehabilitation Research 
Foundation). A catered lunch (pizza slices) 
will also be available to those who inform the 
CKBA by February 21 that they will attend, for 
esily $3.00 (not including drinks) . Alcoholic 
drinks will be available if advance interest 
demands so. People wishing to attend the 
lunch should inform Martin K. McNicholl at 218 
First Ave., Toronto, M4M 1X4 or call (416) 
465-8824. Please specify if alcoholic drinks 
are desired. Bo. not send money in advance. 
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NCXTEWOH'raY BIRD RECORDS 

By Mark Jennings & Rob Dobos 


Kb. of species recorded to: 

December 31, 1991 -273 
Bor underlined species or dates a 
wiitten docunentaticn is required 
by the Hamilton Bird Records 
Ocnndttee (HBRC). 

* -first record for the year 
F -first record for the migration 
L -last record for the migration 


Plunages/Notes: 
f -fsnale 
m -male 
ad -adult 
juv -juvenile 
ion -immature 
1st van -first winter 
2nd win -second winter 


Counties: 

BR -Brant 
HL -Halton 

HN -Haldimand-Norfolk 
HW -Rami 1 ton-Wentworth 
NG -Niagara 
PL -Peel 
XT -Waterloo 
XL -Wellington 


Observers: Gill Adams (GA) , David Agro (DA), Rose Beer (RB), Christine Bishop (CB), Michael Cadnan 
(MCa), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Dawn Christilaw (DC), Jack Christilaw (JC), Michael 

Clark (MO , George Goker (GO, Jim Cram (JCr), Bill Crins (BCr), Robert Curry (RC), Floyd Deiter 

(FD), Edward Dinniwell (ID), Robert Dinniwell (KDi), Rob Dobcs (RD), Rick Dowson (RDo), Bruce Duncan 
(BD), Gavin Rfcnonstone (GE), Alf Ipip (AE), Verne Evans (VE), Rctert Finlayson (RF), Sheila Ebrbes 
(SF), Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Sharon Gardiner (SG), John Gallo (JGa), Jerry 

Guild (JG), Audrey Heagy (AH), Ray Hughes (RH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Bill I amend (BL), Dermis 

Lewingt.cn (DL), Gwen Lewingtcn (GL), Rick Ludkin (RL), Wolfgang Liift (XL), Bruce Mackenzie (EM), 
Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Jamie Miles (JaM), John Miles (JM), Steven Miles (SM), George Naylor (GN), 
Fred Nixon (FN), John OLreted (JO), Roslyrme Price (RP), Bill Read (BR), Ron Ridout (RR), Paul Rose 
(PR), Renate Ruland (RRu), Patti Rusins (PRu), A1 Sandilands (AS), Neil Sandiland3 (NS), Ian Smith 
(IS), William Shiith (HS), Rick Snider (RS), Bob Stamp (BS), Mike Street (MS), Sam Tabcne (ST), Ren 
Valentine (RV), Peter Van Dykan (PVD), Robert Waldhuber (RW), Martin Wemaart (MW), Alan Xormington 
(AX), Brian Wylie (BW). 


Species 

Date 

No./Plus. 

Gumty/Incaticn 

Observers 

MAY 1991 

Orchard Oriole 

May 15 * 

1 

HW/Dundas Valley C.A. 

AH 

AUGUST 1991 

Oldsquaw 

Aug 17 

1 f 

Hl/Sioux Lookout 

GA 

NOVEMBER 1991 
American White Pelican 

Nov 9 L 

2 ad 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. 

MW 

Bald Eagle 

Nov 16 

1 imn 

WL/ 

MCa 

DECEMBER 1991 

Red-throated Loan 

Dec 1 

1 

HW/Van Wagners Beadi 

WL, RP 

ll ll ll 

Dec 5 

1 

JL 

NG/Lake at Casablanca Rd 

AW 

ii ll <l 

Dec 22 

1 

HL/Lake at Brcmte 

GE 

Cannon Loon 

Dec 1,8;23 1 

II II It 91 

GE;MJ 

II H 

Dec 8 

3 

HW/'Lake and Burlington Bay 

KM 

II II 

Dec 11 

1 

HN/Grand River, Cayuga 

JM 

(4 II 

Dec 24;26 4;3 

HW/Woodland Cemetery 

KM;RF,M 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Dec 23 

1 

HL/Bronte Harbour 

GE,MI 

Horned Grebe 

Dec 8 

18 

HW/Fifty Point to McNeilly 

Rd KM 

Rod-necked Grebe 

Dec 8 

5 

HL/Storeacres 

M 

ll ii ll 

Dec 13 

1 

NG/Fifty Point C,A. 

HD 
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Red-necked Grebe 

Dec 23,27 1 

KL/Brcnte 

GE 

Northern Gannet 

Dec 1 L ' 1 iimi 

HW/Lake at Fifty Rd 

GN 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Dec 1;26 2 

HW/Windermere Basin 

BC,RD;RC 

. II ll II 

Dec 1,23 1 

HL/Bronte 

GE 

f( ll . II 

Dec 7 1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

BC,RD 

Great Blue Heron 

Dec 19 1 

HlVKilbride 

DC,DC 

ll H ll 

Dec 21 6 

HN/Haldimand Twp 

fide JM 

it ,li el 

Dec 28,29 1 

HL/Bronte 

GE 

Black-crowned Night-Hercn 

Dec 26 lad,8inir> 

HW/RedHill Cr at Woodward Ave KM,RW 

n it la n 

Dec 26 1 imn 

HW/Desjardins Canal 

BW 

Tundra Swan 

Dec 26 39 

HW/Carroll's Point 

RF,AW 

11 II 

Dec 26 31 

HW/LaSalle Marina 

GC,JCr,RH,ST 

Trurpeter Swan (untagged) 

Dec 1-31 1 ad 

HW/LaSalle Marina 

Many Observers 

Whooper Swan (escapee) 

Dec 1-31 1 ad 

II II ll 

M II 

Egyptian Goose (escapee) 

Dec 1-31 1 ad 

HW/Princess Point 

II II 

Snow Goose 

Dec 26 1 ad white 

HW/Aricaster 

RC 

"Canada x Snow" Goose 

Dec 26 1 irrm 

ll l| 

II 

Brant 

Dec 1 L 2 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

GN et el. 

Wood Duck 

Dec 26 lm,lf 

HW/Desjardins Canal 

MC 

ll ll 

Dec 26 1 

HW/RedHill Cr at Kings Forest GN 

li ll 

Dec 31 1 m 

HL/Sioux Lookout 

RD 

Green-winged Teal 

Dec 1 1 

HL/Bronte Marsh 

GE 

ii ll II 

Dec 1 6 

HW/Windennere Basin 

WL,RP 

ll li ll 

Dec 26 10 

HW/Qiedoke Creek 

DA,RD 

Northern Pintail 

Dec 26 3 

HW/Princess Point 

M II 

II ll 

Dec 26 24 

HW/Windermere Basin 

RC 

Northern Shoveler 

Dec 1 6 

II II ll 

WL,RP 

Gadwall 

Dec 15 22 

HL/Bronte 

GE 

Canvasback 

Dec 19-31 50 

HW/LaSalle Marina 

Many Observers 

Redhead 

Dec 26;31 6;2 

II II II 

II II 

Ring-necked Duck 

Dec 7 If 

Hli/Bronte 

GE 

M H ll 

Dec 8 7 

HW/Woodland Cemetery 

KM,GN 

li ll II 

Dec 26 9 

HW/Leander Boat Club 

RC 

Greater Scaup 

Dec 31 4000 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

KM 

King Eider 

Dec 7 F 1 f 

HW/Lake at Fifty Rd 

BC,RD 

Oldsquaw 

Dec 28 120 

HL/Bronte 

GE 

Black Scoter 

Dec 1 1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

AW 

Surf Scoter 

Dec 26 1 

HW/Lake at Grays Rd 

DG,WS 

White-winged Scoter 

Dec 1 .40 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

BC,RC,RD,VE,J0 

ll ll ll 

Dec 1;27 30;26 

HL/Bronte 

GE 

ll ll ll 

Dec 26 113 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

DG,WS 

Ruddy Duck 

Dec 1 1 

HL/Bronte 

GE 

li li 

Dec 8 1;1 

HW/Windermere;Lax Landfill 

KM 

li »l 

Dec 27 1 

HW/Leander Boat Club 

11 

Bald Eagle 

[tec 8 1 ad 

HW/Woodland Cemetery 

DL,GL,GN 

li ii 

Dec 23 1 

WT/Grand River, Cambridge 

BR 

II Cl 

Dec 26 1 ad 

HW/Woodland Cemetery 

RF,MJ,AW 

<i n 

Dec 31 1 ad 

HW/Over Stelco Docks 

RD 

Northern Harrier 

Dec 21 19 

HN/Haldimand Twp 

fide JM 

■ ii ll 

Dec 26 1 

HL/Kems Rd, Burling ten 

WL 

(l if 

Dec 26 2 

HW/Beverly Swamp 

FD,JG,JaM,JM,SM 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Dec 10 reports 

Hamilton Study Area 

Many Observers 

Cooper's Hawk 

Dec 1 

HW/2 km W of W. Flemborough 

BD 

*il ii 

Dec 21 2 

HN/Haldimand Twp 

fide JM 

ii ii 

Dec 27 1 

HW/Hatton Dr, Ancaster 

MS 
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Cooper's Hawk 

Dec 28 

1 f 

HW/Upper James St 

GN 

Northern Goshawk 

Dec 21 

1 

HN/Near Kohler 

DG,WS 

n H 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/Over Cootes Paradise 

RD 

II H 

Dec 26 

1 km 

HW/Beverly Svanf> 

FD,JG,JaM,JM,Sti 

ll li 

Dec 26 

1 km 

HL/Old York Rd, Burlington 

BL 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

Dec 26 

1 km 

HW/Dundas Hydro Pond 

BW 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Dec 7 

1 

HW/Tollgate Ponds 

BC,RD 

n ll ll 

Dec 21 

40 

HN/Haldimand Twp 

fide JM 

ii n •• 

[tec 30 

1 

HW/Dundas Val ley 

MC 

li ii ii 

Dec 31 

2 

HW/Rockton 

RD 

Cl II H 

Dec 31 

2 

HW/Sheffield Rd 

II . 

Merlin 

Dec 2 

1 

HW/Glasco St, Hamilton 

BCh 

Peregrine Falccn 

Dec 26 

1 km 

HW/Hwy 102 at Spencer Cr 

MC 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Dec 20 

4 

HW/Mount Albion C.A. 

JGa 

II H " 

Dec 26 

2 

HW/Kings Forest 

GN 

Ruffed Grouse 

Dec 30 

4 

HW/Dundas Valley 

MC 

Virginia Rail 

Dec 8 L 

1 

NG/Winona Sewage Ponds 

PR 

toerican Coot 

Dec 1< 

1 

Hl/Brcnte 

GE 

ll H 

Dec 19;31 6;5 

HW/LaSalle Marina 

RV;RD 

■ i li 

Dec 26 

2 

HW/Windermere Basin 

RC 

Killdeer 

Dec 1 

1 

II ll II 

Wli,RP 

11 

Dec 3 

1 

HL/Brcnte Marsh 

MJ 

n 

Dec 21 

2 

HN/Taquanyah C.A. 

RDo,AS,NS 

Parole Sandpiper 

Dec 3 * 

1 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

JO 

H II 

Dec 5 

1 juv 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

AW 

Gannon Snipe 

Dec 21 

2 

HN/Taquanyah C.A. 

RDo,AS,NS 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Dec 26 L 

1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

AE 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Dec 21 

3 

HN/Grand River S of Cayuga 

DG,WS 

Ihaver's Gull 

Dec 26 

1 l3t win 

HW/East Ehd Cootes Paradise 

AW 

Iceland Gull 

Dec 8 F 

1 ad 

HL/Lake at Burloak Dr 

KM 

H l* 

Dec.26 

1 1st win 

HW/East Elrt Cootes Paradise 

DA,RD 

ll li 

Dec 29 

1 ad 

HL/Brcnte Harbour 

GE 

lesser Black-backed Gull 

Dec 26 

1 2nd win 

HW/East End Cootes Paradise 

DA,KD 

Glaucous Gull 

Dec 21 

1 

HN/Taquanyah C.A. 

RDo,AS,NS 

II ii 

Dec 20 

22 

HW/East End Cootes Paradise 

AW;Eft,RD 

ll II 

Dec 29 

lad, 1km 

HL/Bronte Harbour 

GE 

"Nelson's" Gull 

Dec 26 

1 ad 

HW/East El»d Cootes Paradise 

AW 

Mourning Dove 

Dec 7 

71 

HL/Chelsea Rd, Kilbride 

DC, JC 

Barn Owl 

Dec 21 

1 calling 

HN/Grand River S of Cayuga 

JM 

Eastern Screech-Ol 

Dec 21 

24 

HN/Haldkend Twp 

fide JM 

ll H »l 

Dec 27 

1 

HW/Westfield Heritage Centre 

RD 

Snowy Owl 

Dec 1 

1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

Many Observers 

II ii 

Dec 1 

1 

HW/Windermere Basin 

BC,RD 

II ll 

Dec 1 

1 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

AW 

ll ll 

Dec 8 

3;1 

HW/Windermere;Tollgate Ponds 

PR 

II ll 

Dec 23-29 

1 

HL/Bronte Harbour 

GE 

ll It 

Dec 30 

1 

HL/Main St, Milton 

RD 

long-eared Owl 

Dec 8 

5 

HL/Brcnte Woods 

DL,GL 

ll il <1 

Dec 21 

1 

HN/Near Kohler 

DG,WS 

if If ii 

Dec 21 

1 

• HN/Taquanyah C.A. 

RDo,AS,NS 

ll il ll 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/N of -Rasberry House, RBG 

AVr 

II il li 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/Kings Forest 

GN 

ll ii <1 

Dec 26 

7 

HW/E of North Glanford 

RL 

Short-eared Owl 

Dec 7 

1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

BC,RD 

H II H 

Dec 19 

50 

. HN/Hagersvilie Quarry 

WS 
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Short-eared Owl 

Dec 21 

20 

HN/Near Hagersville 

fide JM 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

Dec 1,17. 

3,5 

HN/Taquanyah C.A. 

JH 

II II II ii 

Dec 8 

1 

KL/Ifenderson Woods, Oakville 

FVD,GE 

Belted Kingfisher 

Dec 21 

2 

HL/Appleby Cr, Burlington 

VJL,RP 

li II 

Dec 3i 

1 

HL/Shoreacres 

iLD 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Dec 21 

10 

HN/Haldimand Tup 

fide JM 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Dec 26 

1 

HL/Chelsea Rd, Kilbride 

DC,JC 

Horned Lark 

Dec 6 

6 

HW/Over Dundas v? 

BD 

ii II 

Dec 21 

264 

HN/Haldimand Twp 

fide JM 

ii il 

Dec 26 

50 

HW/N of Mount Hope 

ED,RDi 

Tufted Titmouse 

Dec 1-on 

1 

HW/Reding Rd, Ancaster 

SF 

ll l« 

early Dec-cn 1 

HW/Baseline Rd, Winona 

m et al. 

Il ll 

Dec 21 

2 

HN/River Rd S of Cayuga 

PRu 

il li 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/Red Hill Creek 

KM,RW 

ll ii 

Dec 26 

1 

Hi/Old Waterdown Rd 

BCr,RR 

ll il 

Dec 26 

1 

HL/LaSalle Park . 

GC,JCr,RH,ST 

Carolina Wren 

Dec 1 

2 

HL/Bronte Creek 

GE 

Ii ll 

Dec 6 

1 

HW/Little John St, Dundas 

BD 

ll ii 

Dec 8 

2 

HL/Shoreacres 

(Si 

II It 

Dec 8 -28 

1 

HL/Bronte Harbour 

GE 

il ii 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/Blair lane, Ancaster 

RRu 

ii ii 

Dec 26 

4 

HL/Escarpnent E Waterdown Rd 

BCr,RR 

ii il 

Dec 26 

2 

HW/Dundurn Castle 

RF,AW 

ii ii 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/Bulls Point, RBG 

II ll 

ii ii 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/Carroll's Point 

II II 

Winter Wren 

Dec 8 

1 

HL/Shoreacres 

GN 

il H 

Dec 26 

5 

HW/N Shore Cbotes Paradise 

RF,AW 

il ii 

• Dec 26 

3 

HW/S Shore Coctes Paradise 

DA,RD 

ll ll 

Dec 26 

3 

HL/Hendrie Valley 

MJ 

Eastern Bluebird 

Dec 1;7;26 8;1;2 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

RB,IS;MC;DA,RD 

ll ll 

Dec 26 

11 

HL/Kems Rd, Burlington 

WL 

Townsend's Solitaire 

Dec 27 * 

1 

HW/Reg Rd 552, N 5th Cone 

BD 

il II 

Dec 31 

1 

li II ll II II II II 

RS,BS 

Hermit Thrush 

Dec 8; 31 

1 

HL/Shoreacres 

GN;RD 

ll ll 

Dec 21 

1 

HN/Taquanyah C.A. 

AS 

li II 

Dec 26 

3 

KL/East of Waterdown Rd 

BCr;RR 

ll ll 

Dec 26 

2 

HW/Tiffany Falls, Ancaster 

RC 

II If 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/Merrick Field Centre 

JO 

Brown Thrasher 

Itec 8 

1 

HL/Bronte 

DL,GL 

Northern Mockingbird 

Dec 26 

44 

Hamilton Study Area 

Many Observers 

American Pipit 

Dec 8 L 

1 

HL/Corcnation Park, Oakville 

GE 

Northern Shrike 

Dec 26 

1 

HL/Kems Rd Quarry 

WL 

ll II 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/East Flamborough 

ED,JG,JaM,JM,SM 

Yellow-lumped Warbler 

Dec 26 

1 

HW/Leander Boat Club 

RC 

Common Yellovthroat 

Dec 21 

1 

HN/Grand River 3 km S Cayuga 

WS 

Field Sparrow 

Dec 26 

1 

HL/Waterdown Rd 

BCr,RR 

Fox Sparrow 

Dec 10 

1 

HL/RBG Field House 

PR 

White-throated Sparrow 

Dec 21 

7 

HN/Haldimand TVp 

fide JH 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Dec 21 

2 

HN/Taquanyah C.A. 

RDo,AS,NS 

"Oregon" Dark-eyed Junco 

Dec 26 

1 m 

HW/Kings Forest 

GN 

Snow Bunting 

Dec 8 

38 

NG/Winona Sewage Ponds 

PR 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Dec 18-25 

1 

HL/Chelsea Rd, Kilbride 

DC,JC 

II M II 

Dec 26 

15 

HW/Gonfederation Park 

DG,WS 

Eastern Meadowlark 

. Dec 21 

25 

HN/Haldimand Twp 

fide JM 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

Dec 20*,22 1 m 

iftf/Frances Ave, Stoney Creek 

FN 
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Rusty Blackbird 

Dec 21 

6 

HN/Haldimand Twp 

fide OH 

Brewer's Blackbird 

Dec 21 

14 

KN/Taquanyah C.A. 

AS 

Qjoinon Grackle 

Dec 17;21 1 

HW/Ramsgate Dr, Stcney Creek 

DL,GL 

Brown-headed Cbwbird 

Dec 6,8 

4,6 . 

HW/106 Laurier Ave, Hamilton 

RV 

M II II 

Dec 26 

59 

HW/Caif ederation Park 

DG.WS 

Purple Finch 

Dec 8 

4 

HW/Merrick Field Centre 

HD 

ii l< 

Dec 28 

2 

HW/Westfield Heritage Centre 

HD et al. 

White-winged Crossbill 

Dec 1 * 

1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

WS et al. 

II il II 

Dec 8 

1 m 

HL/Shoreacres 

GN 

Pine Siskin 

Dec 4-on 

50 

HL/Cbelsea Rd, Kilbride 

DC, JC 

Evening Grosbeak 

Dec 4 

1 

It. II II H 

ll ll 


Please send your bird records for January by February' 10 to Mark Jennings, 3066 Northview Cres., 
Burlington, Ont, L7M 1B1, or phone 416-33&-5210. 


HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 648-9537 

'A A A * A 

} ' 

SEARCH FOR GRAY PARTRIDGE 


A windchill warning for bur area and - 
20“ C temperatures on Saturday, January 18, 
1992, made this a good day for birding frcm a 
warm vehicle. A total of 12 brave penguins 
set out from Jocko's Restaurant (Hwys 53 & 2) 
at 9:00 a.m. on a search for the elusive Gray 
Partridge and any other winter birds we could 
find on this HNC field trip led by Rob Dobos. 

Just a half hour later, in a field 
beside 2228 Jerseyville Rd., a six-pack of 
partridge, looking strangely like a small bale 
of hay, took flight fran under a small 
orchard. Close to iirmediate gratification! 
However, that was it for the "bird of the 
day", but other treats were to cane. Close by 
the fleeing partridge, two Rough-legged Hawks 
were spotted. Homed Larks were seen around 
a nearby bam. 

Now it was go to Field Rd., and as we 
ait. through the snowdrifts ahead of us, we saw 
a flock of around 100 Snow Buntings flying 
across the road just opposite the cemetery. 

Ihe next highlight came just before 
Lynden Rd., a mixed flock of Homed Larks and 
Snow Buntings busily gleaning anything edible 
fran a stubbly field. Hie Lapland Longspurs 
were obviously aware that it was a birding day 
and did not grace us with their presence. But 


By Ron Valentine 

on Jerseyville Rd. just past Lynden Rd. we all 
got a close-up view of a male Northern Harrier 
as it quartered lew over the fields. 

We headed back past the town's feeders 
where a good mmber of American Goldfinches 
were observed, and returned to our lucky Gray 
Partridge spot to try to get another glinpse, 
but they had vacated the area for a quieter 
spot. 

Following a short re-fuelling for the 
warriors, it was out, by invitation, to the 
Inksetter residence on Sawmill Rd. in Carluke 
where a Red-bellied Woodpecker had been seen 
regularly at their feeder. 

After a few minutes of outside 
observation of a good assortment of winter 
birds -including a lone Redpoll and a Hairy 
Woodpecker, the bird we had cane to see, a 
male Red-bellied Woodpecker, nsde its 
appearance. We all got good views as it flew 
fran tree to tree. A rare and interesting 
bird well appreciated by all. 

Downy woodpeckers brought that family 
total in the woodlot up to three, plus we 
recorded House Finch, American Goldfinch, 
Dark-eyed Junco, American Tree Sparrow, Black- 
capped Chickadee and a close-up view of, a 
White-breasted Nuthatch which seemed to bo 



104 


peeing for us. 

Ths feeders behind the house were being 
well utilised. Trees were scanned 
unsuccessfully for a Brown Creeper, however 
our snail group left happy as we had seen the 
Red-bellied Woodpecker we had care to see. 
Blowing snow with unabating cold conditions 

* 7k * jk 


brought an end to a productive trip shortly 
after noon. 

Twenty-six species were recorded in 
total at the small price of several pairs of 
slightly chilled feet. Next year given the 
same weather conditions this interpid group 
may even try hiking! 
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